August 2010 Newsletter

From Our New Associate Pastor

Finally! It’s been a long time coming but I finally get to do what I have always wanted to do. As of August gh
2010, I will finally be an ordained servant of the Word. Ihave been waiting for this since I was in 5t grade.

It all started at a Good Friday service. I couldn’t figure out why someone would want to die for me. In my
mind, [ wasn’t worth it. I hadn’t done anything that was special. I hadn’t done anything that was really worth a
man dying for me. I couldn’t figure it out and it troubled me that whole night until I talked to the pastor the
next day and asked him that question, “why would this man die for me?” Now, as a lifelong Lutheran, I maybe
should’ve been paying better attention because it was preached about from week to week, but for some reason it
never hit home for me until the pastor told me in this conversation, “because he loves you and wants to take
your sins away”. And when he said that, an incredible weight was lifted off of my shoulders. No longer was I
asking myself the question of why this man would die for me. Instead, there was an irreplaceable joy that filled
my heart and it was a joy that I wanted to share with as many people as possible. So after 21 years of schooling
(including that formative year of kindergarten) I am ready, with God’s help, to be a pastor and it is with joy that
I look forward to fulfilling this calling.

As I was sitting here and writing this first article for the newsletter, I couldn’t stop smiling. Anytime I
experience a situation in my life where there are strong feelings attached, I go to the Psalms. The book of
Psalms is a great book that expresses a lot of different emotions for a lot of the same things that we still
encounter today. The one that jumped out at me was Psalm 28:7 which says, “The Lord is my strength and my
shield; in him my heart trusts, and I

am helped; my heart exults and with my song I give thanks to him.” I cannot help but be thankful to God for
this congregation and the situation that He has placed Katie and myself in. What are you thankful for as you
read this article? Are you thankful that the article is almost over? Are you thankful that you have a job in this
rough economic time? Are you thankful for the loved ones you have around you or the memories of loved ones
that have long since gone? There are a lot of things to be thankful for and anytime we are thankful, we are able
to take it to the Lord in prayer and give thanks for the love and grace that He has shown to us in giving us these
things. I would encourage you today, this week, this month to think of things that you are thankful for because
it’s very easy to look past all of those things and only focus on the things we still want or feel that we need.
That is my prayer for all of us as we start out our lives together in the Lord.

Lord’s Richest Blessings,
Pastor Joe Behnke

DIRECTOR OF FAMILY & YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
by Roxann Leckband

Mom’s Group will be held on Fridays, August 6, 13, 20 and 27. All moms are welcome to join us for
fellowship, group discussion on the challenges of raising young Christian children, Christian marriages, and a
time for devotion and prayer. We meet from 10 to 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside room. The children have a time
of play, Bible lesson and craft while being cared for by women and teens of our congregation. Everyone is
welcome. Please invite a friend. We look forward to seeing you!

Family Night will be Sunday, August 29" (please note date change) at Chautauqua Park at 4 p.m. Childcare
will be provided. Please watch the weekly bulletins for more information.
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Our Sunday School, Release Time and Confirmation classes are right around the corner. We are
excited and anticipate a great year. As Christ is the head of the church, parents are the head of their
child/children’s Christian education. We at St. Matthew’s look forward in partnering with you as we faithfully
serve the children. The first day of Sunday School, often called “Sunday School Round-Up” will take place
on Sunday, September 13™ at 9:15 a.m. Please watch the weekly bulletins for more information.
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Y WE NEED YOU! If you are able to help with Sunday School, Release Time or Confirmation
please contact Roxie. What ever time you can serve, whether it be one time a week or one time a month it
does not matter, it all helps. If you have an interest, please PRAY about it and give me a call! If you say you
don't have the time, once again PRAY about it. God will provide the time in one form or another. We
continually need to seek out the Lord through scripture, such as “with God all things are possible”. Whatever
you do, do not underestimate God'’s power in your life. May God bless your decision to serve! Please phone
Roxie if you are interested, 376-6168.

Monthly Noon Fellowship will be on August 9™ at 12 noon in the Fireside room. Sloppy Joes, cole slaw,
chips and drink will be provided. If you would like to bring a dish to pass feel free to do so. What a wonderful
turn out for our last dinner. We are getting more people in attendance! We had beautifully decorated tables
and great grilled burgers thanks to Steve and Marlis Rohwer. This is a great fellowship ministry. Please come
and join us. If possible, please give the church a call if you think you will be attending. But by all means if
you did not call in advance and want to attend, come and join us. WE ALWAYS HAVE ENOUGH FOOD.

YOUTH MINISTRY

What a great trip that our youth and adults had to the National Youth Gathering July 15"-22". The highlight
of the gathering was our youth performing at the event’s opening ceremony. They all did a wonderful job and
enjoyed themselves performing to the song, “Land of Confusion” by the band Disturbed.

The youth give a BIG THANK YOU to the congregation for all of their support so they were able to
make this trip to the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans!

Attention High School Youth: A “bonfire” get together is being planned. Please watch the weekly bulletins
for the date, time and place. See you there!

Altar7Guild
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Serving in August will be Berdina Hogan and Phyllis Henderson for the 8 a.m. services and Bonnie Habeck and
Sandie Spittle for the 10:30 a.m. services. There will not be a meeting in August. The next Altar Guild
meeting will be in September. If you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild; please contact Ilona Benson at
376-5069.




WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDIES FOR WOMEN
The Mary Circle will not meet in August. The Hope Circle will meet on Tuesday, August 17" at 6 p.m. in the
Youth Room. The Sarah Circle will not meet in August. No information was received from the other women'’s
circles.

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
You are invited to the Coffee Fellowship each Sunday morning following the 8 a.m. service. A free-will
donation is received to cover the expenses and benefit the various projects.

On the first and second Sundays of the month, there is opportunity for your church group to host a coffee
hour. Please sign up on the “sign up sheet” in the church basement. Please sign up at least 2 weeks in
advance.

The third Sunday of the month, the LWML sponsors the coffee hour as a fundraiser to help support Seminary
Students, Joel & Candy Brassfield. On that Sunday there is also a door offering following the church service,
which also goes to support the Brassfields.

The fourth Sunday of the month, the Youth host the coffee hour, with proceeds going to support their various
activities.
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THANK YOU NOTES<S

Thank you to all the veterans that attended the July 4™ worship service and were able to come forward and lead us in the
Pledge to the Christian Flag and the Pledge of Allegiance. Many thanks to everyone that was able to come to the
Independence Day coffee hour following the service. We collected over $300 for the Veterans Honor Flight. God bless
our veterans and may God Bless America!

Cindy Brunk

A special thanks to Pastor Braun for his visits and prayers while I was in the hospital with pneumonia. Thanks to all
others for their concern and prayers. God’s Blessings,
Gladys Heetland

A special thank you to Pastor Braun for all his calls and visits and to the congregation for their prayers during my surgery
and recovery. May God bless you.
Paul Hagen

God’s Blessings to all who thought of me on my 80" birthday with cards, flowers, visits, phone calls and etc. It made my
day special. Thank you,
Dorothy Jansen

Thank you to Wayne Woodridge, for striping the church parking lot. We can once again see the lines in which to park our
vehicles. Thank you for your donation.
St. Matthew’s Trustees



Dear St. Matthew’s quilt makers,

Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt. It will be put to good use at [owa State in Ames, lowa next fall. St.
Matthew’s has helped me develop morals and a great relationship with Jesus Christ and I will always be thankful. Thanks
for your generosity.

Paige Westphal

I would like to thank those helping and serving the graduation breakfast for a great breakfast and program; Deb Langford
and those who helped make the “Faith” quilt; and St. Matthew’s for the graduation blessing.
Rachel Hanson

The family of Norma Reyelts would like to express their sincere appreciation for all the prayers, cards, flowers, visits and
expressions of concern shown to all of us during the difficult time of Norma’s short illness and passing. Thank you to
Pastor Yungmann for his words of comfort and to the church ladies for serving such a wonderful lunch. God bless all of
you.

Wallace Reyelts

Mildred Henning

Wayne & Nancy Reker and Family

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” Psalm 30:5 Thank you to everyone that has offered
up their prayers for my family and me during the past year of surgery and treatments. The kindness and prayers have
brought us through this journey thus far. We will continue to keep all of you in our thoughts and prayers as we continue
our journey. God bless you all.

George Fuerst and Family
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weekly bulletins for more volunteer opportunities! Also a HUGE THANK YOU to Gerald & Susan Polley and
Daryl & Karen Doeden who so faithfully come and help assemble the weekly bulletins.

MISSION SEWING

LWML NEWS

There will be no meeting in August. The August 15™ coffee hour will be hosted by the Sarah Circle. The next
meeting of the St. Matthew’s LWML will be on September 2" at 7:00 p.m.

HUMAN CARE COMMITTEE NEWS
Thank you to Gerry Junker (July) and Bruce/Bev Kness and Norman/Darlene Kness (August) for driving the
church van for the 10:30 service. We are now developing the schedule for the upcoming year. If you are
interested in driving please call the church office or Rita Shirkey, 376-9833 to sign up for your month of van
driving. Thank you to all the drivers for the past year.



Thank you to Keith & Margaret Schroeder for driving again to Sheldon, Iowa to deliver the donated shoes for
Haiti. This project is on-going and thanks for the donations!

Two care packages were sent to our overseas soldiers for the 4™ of July. Pastor’s message was also sent to
the soldiers stateside.

COMING SOON - A new way to help
St. Matthew Lutheran Church

As you may know, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is launching a new charitable grant program and benefit of
membership called “Thrivent Choice®. Choice Dollars™ will be designated to some Thrivent Financial members when
that portion of the program launches this summer. (Thrivent Financial member eligibility will be based on fraternal
benefit society product ownership and Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership, and helping direct Choice Dollars will be
subject to the Terms and Conditions of the Thrivent Choice™ program.)

As always, St. Matthew Lutheran is grateful for your consideration when you make charitable giving plans. If you are a
Thrivent Financial member who learns you will be eligible to direct Choice Dollars®™ (watch your mail for details from
Thrivent Financial this summer), we ask you to consider our congregation as you help direct Thrivent Financial’s
charitable funds.

K.I.D.S. Stamps KICK-OFF is August 29"

Children of St. Matthew Lutheran Church have the opportunity to begin a way to save for their future along with a way to
participate in a stewardship ministry by participating in a program through the LCEF entitled K.I.D.S.

K.I.D.S. stands for Kids Into Discipleship and Stewardship and is an LCEF stamp program providing children a fun way
to learn about investing while educating them about LCEF’s mission and ministry.

The K.I.D.S. stamp program allows younger investors to participate in the LCEF ministry through the purchase of stamps
that are eventually deposited into a child’s very own LCEF investment.

Kids Involved in Ministry: The K.I.D.S. Stamp Program gets kids involved in the ministry of the Church, while also
teaching them lessons about discipleship, stewardship, and investing.

When the children of St. Matthew Lutheran Church become K.I.D.S. investors, they will invest their money as well as
take personal pride in knowing their money helps to build, expand, or renovate churches or schools just like those in their
own community. Over the years, thousands of children have participated in the LCEF K.I.D.S. Stamp Program and
thousands of dollars (belonging to kids) have been used throughout the LCEF ministry as loans to LCMS churches,
schools, and rostered church workers.

LCEF Investing with K.I.D.S. Stamps: To begin, each child receives a K.I.D.S. Stamp Book. Children purchase stamps
(beginning August 29th at the table by the church office) from the K.I.D.S. Coordinator, LaVonne Berglund (483-2174)
in amounts of 25-cents or $1.00 that are then pasted in their special books. Once completely filled, the book has a $25.00
value and is sent to LCEF by the child’s parents or guardian, to open the child’s LCEF investment. This investment
immediately starts earning interest. Children may even add other funds they receive.




ATTENTION NEW CHURCH OFFICERS

for the 2010-2011 Year
Just a reminder — your presence is requested on Sunday, August 22" at either worship service for
the installation of church officers. Please mark your calendars!

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
2010-2011 CHURCH OFFICERS

PRESIDENT Dan Roos 295-7060
VICE PRESIDENT Arnie Ihrke 945-8441
SECRETARY Pat Arnt 376-3305
TREASURER Susan Hansberger  727-0462
ELDERS LaDean Fletcher 478-4513
Greg Leckband 712-758-3231
Nathan Holt 372-5862
Bruce Kness 376-4460
Voris Spittle 425-2606
Mike Traphagen 372-5988
TRUSTEES Ken Meyer 376-6426
Tom Schultz 727-2336
Mike Dierks 727-5126

Ron Obermoller 842-5467

HUMAN CARE CHAIRMAN  (vacant)

CHAIRMAN ELECT (vacant)

BOARD OF ED. CHAIRMAN  Pat Arnt 376-3305

CHAIRMAN ELECT (vacant)

STEWARDSHIP CHAIRMAN (vacant)

CHAIRMAN ELECT (vacant)

YOUTH BOARD CHAIRMAN Diane Vogt  376-3828

CHAIRMAN ELECT Kim Rogers 372-5928

EVANGELISM BRD. CHRM.  (vacant)

CHAIRMAN ELECT (vacant)

MISSION BOARD CHRM. (vacant)

CHAIRMAN ELECT (vacant)

FINANCE BOARD Stacy Heinrichs 372-7478
Karen Knigge 376-5201
Deb Kallemeyn 683-2620
Deb Meyer 376-9516
Joe Rogers 372-5928

Jeanette Varuska 376-6642
Kathy/Del Strehle 478-4546
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DONATION BOX
Thank you for using the “donation box” at the north entryway! PLEASE NOTE: This box is for
donations of eyeglasses for the Lions Club and Food Shelf donations.

If you have used ink cartridges to donate to the youth (for their ongoing fundraiser), there is a box
by the youth room located in the basement across from the pop machine.

Playtime With A Purpose

LHM’s JCPlayZone Entertains Kids
As the summer heats up, the kids are looking for something new and exciting...and maybe something indoors!
Lutheran Hour Ministries’ interactive Web site for kids, JCPlayZone, is just the thing. JCPlayZone has it all:
games, coloring pages, crafts, e-cards, and much more. New content is added often to keep the site fresh
and fun. JCPlayZone also features Bible stories, Christian music, and Daily Devotions to teach the kids about
Jesus while they play. Some of the games include “Wacky Word Search,” “Bramble Ramble,” “Bubble Bugs,”
“Creation Matching,” and much more. To start playing now, visit www.jcplayzone.com.

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
Contact Information

Pastor Tom Braun
Email — tbraun@frontier.com
Office Phone — (507) 376-6168, ext. 3

Associate Pastor Joe Behnke
Email — behnkej@frontier.com
Office Phone — (507) 376-6168, ext. 6

Director of Music, Colleen Braun
Email — braunc@frontier.com
Office Phone — (507) 376-6168, ext. 5

Director of Youth & Family, Roxann Leckband
Email — rleckband@frontiernet.net
Office Phone — (507) 376-6168, ext. 4

Church Secretary, Bev Spittle
Email — stmatth@frontiernet.net
Office Phone — (507) 376-6168, ext. 2

Church Address: 1505 Dover Street
Worthington, MN 56187



Church Fax # (507) 376-6915

Church email — stmatth@frontiernet.net

Church Website — www.stmatthewworthington.com

Visit our church website and tell others about it!

ANCHST WORSHIP HELPERS

8:00 AM
ﬁla/aft 7 essiza Arnt
ﬁafw’lf 8 Lrie Flotoher
ﬁzzg/mf 75 /%/ya/( Sauer
August 22 Abewandra Sehale
ﬁzzg/am‘ 29 Usshua VanWatermeatlon
Sept. 5 Anber Freuss

8:00 AM
Augast 7 Unshaa VanlWatermealon
Auguast 8 Briphid tegarty
Ausgpast 75 Anber Preass
Aupust 22 Brendan Spitite
Augast 29 Miskael Freass
J’qab‘. 5 Uessica At

* Please be sure to mark your calendars. If you cannot fulfill your scheduled date, please find a replacement

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE
70:30 AM
Shetly Fuerst
Cateh itV
Austin Steinte
& L‘e/ée/( Dorschrer

Tyree /”«/‘/‘dy
Mason £/

NURSERY SCHEDALE
70:30 AM
Tyree Murrsy
Mason £t
fk//y Faerst
Austin Steinte
Caleb Kt

and call the church office with the change.

Thank You

PARENTS — Thank you for supervising in the nursery while your student is scheduled for that service. If you
cannot be with your student, please contact the church office, we have a list of substitute adults willing to fill-

in for supervising.

THANK YOU



GREETERS SCHEDULE

Aug. 1 (8 am) Keith & Margaret Schroeder;
Dave & LuAnn Philipp
(10:30) Don & Lorna Buntjer; Don & Emma Feit
Aug. 8 (8 am) Elden Ponto; DuWayne & Carol Oberloh
(10:30) Alan & Gail DeGrote; Bob Petrich
Aug. 15 (8 am) Stan & Betty Hotzler; Bob Westphal
(10:30) Joel & Julie Lorenz; Roger & Ardis Bakkene
Aug. 22 (8 am) YOUTH
(10:30) YOUTH
Aug. 29 (8 am) Jim & Eloise Langseth; Sandy Cuperus
(10:30) Bruce & Bev Kness; Lisa Busswitz
Sept. 5 (8 am) Allen & Connie Reitmeier; Rita Puhl
(10:30) Mike & Cindy Froderman; Alice White

Please Note: If you are unable to fulfill your scheduled time, please find someone to switch with and then let
the church office know of the change. Thank You.

Please contact the church office if you would like to be added to the greeter’s rotation
schedule.

PASTOR JOE BEHNKE'S
ORDINATION/INSTALLATION SERVICE

AUGUST 8™
AT 2 P.M.

Refreshments to follow in the church basement.




PLEASE TAKE NOTE:
At the July 25t Voters’ Meeting the voters approved repairing
and seal coating of the church parking lot at the cost of $24,095.00
This necessary expenditure is a non-budgeted expense. All
contributions, over and above regular giving to the Lord, by
September 15" are greatly appreciated.
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